
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Springfield Jr. Thunderbirds U10 girls have been working hard since training camp.  Despite losing a key player 
before the season started, the team has been focused on getting better each time it takes the ice and having a lot of fun 
while developing.  This past weekend – the girls traveled to Rochester to be among 110 teams competing in the Bauer 
Fire on Ice Tournament. 

Over the weekend the girls played six games, were able to have a VIP experience with the Rochester Americans pre-
game skate and attend a Division I women’s game between Union College and St. Lawrence University. 

In the first game, the girls overcame some early penalty problems, killing off a 5-on-3 advantage.  However, late in the 
first, Rochester struck first.  Leah Martineau responded, quick as a wink, just 6 seconds later with the first of her natural 
hat trick, which she scored in just 5 minutes – putting the Thunderbirds up 3-1 midway through the game.  Another 
penalty opened the door for Rochester, but Amelia Hanke scored short-handed to add to the lead.   

Again, when Rochester scored and started to get back into the game, the T-birds responded – this time taking 8 seconds 
for Martineau to restore the 3 goal lead.  Fittingly, Deirdre McKiernan capped the scoring with another short-handed 
goal as the T-birds opened the tournament with a 6-2 victory.   

Game two faced the Thunderbirds off against the Mississauga Chiefs.  The Thunderbirds struck first and found 
themselves tied 1-1 after the first period.  Over the next two periods Mississauga proved too much as they added two 
goals in the second and two more in the third to earn a 5-1 victory. 

On Saturday, the Thunderbirds defeated the Skaneateles Lakers and CT Jr. Rangers by identical 4-0 scores.  Charlie 
Laramee with the game winning goal in the first game and consistent strong play on the blue line by Khloe Harkins, Mia 
Laudato, Jane Pelletier and Maeve Molloy contributed to back-to-back shut-outs for Alexa Laing – and the team was 
ready for the semifinals on Sunday morning and a rematch with the CT Jr. Rangers. 

 



 

In the semi-final, the Thunderbirds carried the play but were denied repeatedly by the Jr. Rangers defense and 
goaltending until midway through the second period when Claire Desrosiers snapped a 1-1 tie and put the T-birds 
ahead for good.   

Throughout each game of the tournament, the Thunderbirds continued to improve, the competitiveness, puck 
movement and positional play grew each game and the girls entered the championship game to face the Mississauga 
Chiefs who entered the finals having scored 30 goals and allowing 3. 

The championship game was back and forth early with each team exchanging scoring chances and the goalies 
prevailing.  As Mississauga began to take momentum, Leah Martineau blocked a shot and went in on a breakaway 
putting the T-birds up 1-0. 

The score held into the second period, when Maeve Molloy broke the puck out and joined the rush, and broke in past 
the defense and put the girls up 2-0. 

The defense remained steady, the backchecking strong and the team heading into the third period with a 2-0 lead. 

Midway through the third, the line of Deidre McKiernan, Amelia Hanke and Milana Shuman were buzzing in the 
offensive zone, and as Mississauga attempted to break the puck out, Hanke picked up a pass and found Shuman in the 
slot.  Milana finished the play and a great shift and the Thunderbirds were up 3-0. 

The Chiefs called time out to regroup, and came out focused and fired up by a feisty, chanting crowd urging on the 
Canadian girls.  The Chiefs responded and scored 2 goals in the next 1:18 – setting the stage for a spirited final 4:35 
seconds. 

 The hard work the girls have put in throughout the first half of the season paid off – and they had the courage, 
stamina and heart to find a way to hold off the Chiefs and earn their first championship as a group together. 

The experience they had in Rochester won’t fade anytime soon – and the girls know how hard they have to work 
going forward so they can create opportunities like that again in their future! 

U10 Springfield Jr. Thunderbirds 

Players: Claire Desrosiers, Amelia Hanke, Khloe Harkins, Alexa Laing, Charlie Laramee, Mia Laudato,  
Marygrace Lawry, Leah Martineau, Deirdre McKiernan, Maeve Molloy, Jane Pelletier,  

MacKenzie Sherwood, Milana Shuman, Lindsay Stepnowski 
Coach: Christopher Shuman, Asst. Coaches: Bobby Hanke, Craig Laramee, Brendan McKiernan 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


